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AABSTRACT

his study investigated the impact of verb transi-

tivity on the acquisition of the case particle o by
Vietnamese learners; a language where case is indicat-
ed by word order. Adopting a prototype perspective,
we predicted that misuse would decrease as verb tran-
sitivity increased. We also examined the influence of
the L1 and verb vocabulary level. The results demon-
strated that, regardless of proficiency, misuse aligned
with Malchukov (2005)’s transitivity hierarchy: Signif-
icant differences were observed between high and low
transitivity categories, in line with previous studies on
speakers of languages that employ postpositions for
case marking. While suggesting universal tendencies,
differences in misuse among speakers of typologically
diverse languages were noted.
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Influence of verb transitivity on the selection

of case particle o

Focusing on Vietnamese learners of Japanese
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