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HABSTRACT

his study investigated the pronunciation and lis-

tening comprehension of the Japanese affricate
[tsw] and fricative [su] sounds among Burmese learn-
ers of Japanese. Specifically, it examined the effects of
preceding sound type (vowels, geminate consonants,
long vowels, and moraic nasals) on Burmese learn-
ers’ pronunciation and listening comprehension of
[tsw] and [sw]. The results showed that Burmese
learners struggled to pronounce [tsw] correctly in
most instances; nevertheless, they had no trouble
pronouncing [sw]. However, regarding listening com-
prehension, the influence of the preceding sound was
observed, confirming the possibility of listening to
the silent interval of geminate consonants as the cue
[tsur] and the nasal vowel of the moraic nasals as the
cue [sw]. In addition, certain learners demonstrated
advanced pronunciation acquisition of [tsu] and pos-
sible overgeneralization of [sw] as [tsw].
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