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AABSTRACT

n this paper, based on learner’s misuse and inappro-
Ipriatc use of te mo ii ka heard in daily conversation,
it is inferred that when employing this grammatical
form, learners lack 1) knowledge of the personhood
of the agent (personhood knowledge), 2) knowledge
to distinguish between potential expressions, and 3)
knowledge about te moratte mo ii ka. To confirm
this inference, a questionnaire survey was conducted.
The results showed that when learners use te mo ii ka,
the above mentioned three points are “what is miss-
ing” In addition, a survey of textbooks used by learn-
ers revealed a tendency not to emphasize these three
points of knowledge. These results point to a need
for further emphasis to be placed on personhood
knowledge of the agent when teaching this grammati-
cal form at the beginner level. After the beginner level,
it is considered essential for students to learn about
the comparison between te mo ii ka and potential
expressions, and to learn about combinations of te mo
ii ka and other grammatical forms such as te moratte
mo ii ka.
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