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AABSTRACT

apanese copular sentences and existential

sentences serve the function of introduc-
ing discourse topics. This paper examines
the cause that makes both of them have this
function, focusing on the referentiality of noun
phrases (NPs) in these sentences. The concept
of referential and non-referential NPs indicates
whether a particular NP is used to refer to ex-
isting objects (or ideas) or not. In both types of
sentences, there are cases where they provide
a non-referential NP called “NP involving a
variable” (NPIV) and “avalue” to fill that vari-
able. This paper argues that the successive ap-
pearance of the NPIV and its value leads to the
topic introduction function of the sentence.
Their consecutive occurrence demonstrates
the process of displaying the expression with
a semantic gap and filling it, thus prompting
readers to focus on the element used to fill the
gap. Therefore, grammatical constructions al-
lowing them to appear, like copular sentences
and existential sentences, are often chosen to
introduce topics.
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