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AABSTRACT

he conditions for the use of the adverb tada

(purely) are sometimes unclear. For this reason,
Japanese language teachers may lack certainty as to
how they should correct the unnatural use of tada by
Japanese language learners. This study used a corpus
of compositions by Japanese language learners in
Taiwan (LARP at SCU) to describe the conditions
for the use of tada. Four primary usage conditions
(restrictions) for tada were identified: (1) tada cannot
be used to modify nouns; (2) tada cannot be used in
the sense of tatta (mere); (3) tada, does not co-occur
with dake (only), and (4) in contexts that imply limita-
tion, tada needs to be used with a limiting expression
such as dake. We found, in considering usage condi-
tion (4), that the use of tada by itself to communicate
a sense of limitation is a common mistake made by
Japanese language learners and often results in un-
natural expressions, since fada does not, in itself, have

alimiting meaning.

&KEY WORDS
tada, limitation, Japanese language learners,
corpus of essays, LARP at SCU

Conditions for the Use of the Adverb tada

A Case Study of a Corpus of Essays Written
by Chinese-Speaking Japanese Language Learners
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