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AABSTRACT

his study explores face-to-face interactions

among Japanese female university students,
from the first encounter to their fourth conversation.
The frequency of topic initiation with interrogative
sentences, types of topics, and discourse politeness of
topic introducers are examined. The main results are
as follows: (1) The frequency of topic initiation with
interrogative sentences decreases from the first to the
third conversation, but tends to increase slightly in
the fourth conversation. (2) The topics initiated with
interrogative sentences are not only topics familiar to
university students, such as “major” and “university
life, but also those related to privacy. (3) Itis observed
that two strategies, soliloquizing and “interrogative
sentence followed by corrected expression,” are used

for discourse politeness.
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