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AABSTRACT

he purpose of this paper is to reveal, through

statistical methods, the linguistic forms that tend
to appear at the beginning of native Japanese speakers
and learners’ topic initiation. Furthermore, a qualita-
tive analysis is conducted to understand how the
linguistic form is connected to the development of
the discourse. The results of the analysis revealed that
(1) native Japanese speakers use four topic-initiating
linguistic forms “¢,” “demo,” “nanka,” and “eto,” while
learners use two forms ‘¢’ and “ja(a)” and (2) native
speakers use ‘demo” and “nanka” as signs for introduc-
ing a new topic while showing its relationship to the

preceding topic.
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