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AABSTRACT

his paper focuses on words and their character-

istics found in Yasashii Nihongo (easy Japanese)
that are rewritten from general Japanese to katakana.
The katakana words were extracted from NHK’s
2018 NEWS WEB EASY, which amounted to 1,302
different words and 8,628 running words in total.
Additionally, there are 4 katakana words that were uti-
lized more than 100 times, and 197 katakana words
that were utilized more than 10 times. Many of the
frequently used words were listed in the vocabulary of
non-classified JLP'T, which were also categorized as
high familiarity regarding word familiarity; these are
not only limited to loan words, but also include wago,
such as animal and plant names. Moreover, factors
increasing the usage frequency of katakana words
were discovered when comparing NEWS WEB words
with words prior to being re-written. These factors
include, but are not limited to, the decomposition of
compound words, restoration of abbreviations, and
rewriting from kango.
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