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A ABSTRACT

I<inji use is one of the indices of writing proficien-
Y

of Japanese language learners. This is because
a larger proportion of kanji, especially the difficult
characters, is considered to be related to a higher pro-
ficiency. In this article, the written data of the Korean
learners of Japanese[K] and the Chinese learners of
Japanese [cl, acquired from the YNU written corpus,
were analyzed according to their proficiency levels
(low [L], middle [M], and high [H]). There were 10
learners in each language group. In the Korean group,
the proportion of kanji increased according to the
proficiency levels (L>M-=H), while it went in the op-
posite direction in the Chinese group (H>M-L). De-
tailed analyses of the kanji used in the learners’ writing
revealed that the Chinese low learners used many
compound kanji words in a Chinese manner, many
of which are not used in Japanese, accounting for the
increased proportion of kanji used in their writing,
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