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A ABSTRACT

his paper presents an analysis of errors concern-

ing the case particle ‘wo’ found in writing tasks
produced by Hindi speaking learners of Japanese
from the perspective of predicate transitivity and L1
transfer.

Both correct and erroneous usages concerning ‘wo’
were categorized into a hierarchy of predicates that
reflects two aspects of transitivity: (1) affectedness
of patient and (2) predicate’s case frame. Calculating
the error percentage for each category revealed that
there was a positive correlation between the degree of
(1) and ease of learnability irrespective of the length
of learning period. Errors attributed to L1 transfer
were influenced by (D differences in the case frame of
predicates in Hindi and Japanese, (2) agent’ intention-
ality, and (3) the multiple semantic roles performed by
the same case marker in Hindi. Errors (D) & ) were
concentrated in predicates placed relatively lower in
the hierarchy.
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