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*ABSTRACT

he use of intransitive, transitive, and passive sen-
tences in Japanese depends largely on circum-
stances. Examples (1) to (4), which express artificial
events, are a point in case. However, it is difficult for
L2 learners of Japanese to correctly select one among
them.
(1) Saa, niku {, ga yaketa / 2wo yaita / %ga yakareta }
kara tabeyoo.
(2) Saa, keeki { %ga kireta / wo kitta / 2ga kirareta} kara
tabeyoo.
(3) Reizouko ni yoku {hieta / *hiyashita / *hiyasareta}
biiru ga aru.
(4) Biiru {ga $°Cni hic / wo $°C ni hiyashi / ga $°C ni
hiyasare } te iru.
In this paper, we compare the tendency of selec-
tions by native Japanese speakers and superior level
Chinese students of Japanese. The results of a survey
make it clear that native Japanese speakers generally
abstain from selecting transitive sentences if they are
not strongly aware of the existence of an agent. On the
other hand, learners of Japanese tend to select transi-
tive sentences if they are conscious of the existence of
anagent.

*KEY WORDS
Chinese speakers, paired verbs, passive sentences,
intentiomlity, spontaneity
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