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®ABSTRACT

his study focused on the ‘mediating tools,

context, and relationship’ of motivation, which
research in the field has hitherto paid little attention
to. Retrospective interviews were conducted with 11
students that used to attend a university in Yuzhno-
Sakhalinsk, Sakhalin, Russia. Through the interviews,
we attempted to analyse the changing processes and
factors of motivation.

We used the Modified Grounded Theory Ap-
proach, to abduct four core categories, and categories
and codes that comprised these core categories. The
relation between the core categories, categories, and
codes indicated that the views expressed in previous
studies on the motivation are problematic. We believe
that motivation should be interpreted not only from
the perspective of the objective (intrinsic) and mean-
ness (extrinsic) of learning activities but also from the
perspective of whether or not the activities are recog-
nized by students as self-determination.
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