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AABSTRACT

This paper discusses a Japanese sentence
pattern of the form “Verb-fe + emotional
adjective,” as in Goukaku-shi-te, ureshi-i ‘I am
happy that I passed (the exam),’” and makes
the following claims.

First, this construction must be divided
into two subclasses depending on whether
the speaker’s emotion is related to the whole
event denoted in the first component of the
construction or only to the object of the verb
in the first component. The latter case is an
actualized action of perceiving the event such
as miru ‘see’ which is denoted in the first
component of the former case.

Second, despite some exceptions, the event
denoted by the first component of the con-
struction has no self controllability with the
subject of the emotional adjective.

A KEY WORDS
emotional adjectives, subject of the first component,
self controllability, potential verbs
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