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AABSTRACT

his study asked both Vietnamese students

studying Japanese and Vietnamese residents to
express a story depicted in a picture, and analyzed the
expressions that appear when describing the people
and things X (X: noun) in the discourse. The results
show a difference between foreign students and for-
eign residents use of expressions that effectively con-
vey uncertainty, such as “nanka X" and “X no youna’.
The results showed foreign residents used many
expressions of uncertainty, while the foreign students
used almost no expressions of uncertainty. Results
show that due to i) the living environment and ii) the
working environment, foreign students have poor
ability for using uncertainty in their narratives, while
the foreign residents have already mastered the use of

uncertainty in their narratives.
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