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AABSTRACT

Amr’i in modern Japanese has been conventionally
considered as a noun to indicate locations. How-
ever, atari could also be used to directly connect to
main clause without case particles, when attached to a
noun-modifying clause. In such usage, atari manifests
characteristics of subordinating conjunctions. This
research explores how atari acts as a subordinating
conjunction, via classifying its usages into two groups
based on its attachment to either word/phrase or
clause. The findings are summarized as follows.

First, aside from well-researched usages of atari,
it can evaluate aforementioned contexts. Second, in
such usages, transition of atari clause into adverbial
one occurs, from which potential role of atari as a sub-
ordinating conjunction rises. Lastly, such transition
stems from the ambiguity existing in the information
when speakers list an example in the atari clause from
information range.
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