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AABSTRACT

hen a Japanese language learner makes a

direct passive construction [e.g, “tomodachi-
ni kamakura-ni tsureteikareta” (My friend took me
to Kamakura)], a Japanese language teacher asks
whether he/she wants to imply that the event is in-
convenient. If the answer is “no,” the teacher explains
that the direct passive voice is inappropriate for the
sentence and that the sentence should be replaced by
another more appropriate expression using, such as,
the benefactive case, which is appropriate in this ex-
ample. However, certain direct passive sentences [e,g.,
‘tomodach-ni jitaku-ni shoutaisareta” (I was invited
to my friendss house) ] have no inconvenient meaning
and are appropriate to use. Thus, the following ques-
tion arises: In what context(s) is it appropriate to use
the direct passive? The present paper argues that there
are three such appropriate contexts: “anti-intention,”
“powerless,” and “unexpected.” In addition, it shows
that there are two verb groups that are appropriate to
be used in passive sentences, even outside of the three
above-mentioned contexts.
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