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AABSTRACT

he Japanese word hontou is common in daily

conversation. This paper investigates the use and
function of hontou as a response expression. A honto or
honto is used to indicate that the speaker has just heard
a previously unknown fact. The expression honto honto
honto or hooonto is used to indicate that the speaker
is listening to the idea of the other conversation par-
ticipant and is agreeing, Honto-da is used to indicate
that the speaker has noticed something along with
the other participant at that point in the conversation.
Thus, overall, hontou is used when the information
in the preceding utterance was previously unknown;
however, there are differences in the form depending
on the function within the conversation.
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