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AABSTRACT

his paper clarifies the differences in the use of

totemo between non-native speakers (NNS) and
native speakers (NS) of Japanese. By analyzing how
totemo is used in a spoken language, it is argued that
NNS shows a much greater use in the positive usage
of totemo and they have a tendency to use it with an
adjective used as a predicate in a main clause more
than NS. It is also demonstrated that how NNS uses
totemo is similar to how the Japanese textbooks for
beginners introduce fofeno. Those analyses show that
the use in Japanese textbooks influences how NNS
uses Japanese and it is always not the same as the use
by NS.
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