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#ABSTRACT

his paper aims to propose some aspects that

should be emphasized when Korean learners of
Japanese learn the verb kowasu and its ‘loss of func-
tionality” meaning. This will be informed through a
comparison with the Korean verb pwuswuta. Although
kowasu and pwuswuta both can express a loss of physi-
cal integrity and a loss of functionality, for pwuswuta,
physical damage of the object is necessary, while
kowasu can be used when the object is not physically
damaged, and when the object is not artificial. As for
intransitive verbs, kowareru implies that the function
of the object has been affected, and it necessarily
entails a loss of functionality. In contrast, it is assumed
that something has happened to the surface of the
object in case of pwusecita, therefore it cannot be used
to express a mechanical malfunction.
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