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AABSTRACT

his research focuses on the variations in back-

channels and examines the differences in back-
channels between advanced Chinese learners of
Japanese and native Japanese speakers. The results
show that, in comparison to native speakers, Chinese
learners use [hee, ee and other back-channel (such as
naruhodo, hontou etc.)] series less frequently, while
using back-channels like [un, soo] series more fre-
quently. Moreover, a longitudinal study was conduct-
ed to investigate how the learners acquired variations
in back-channels while residing in Japan. The data was
collected three times over a period of one year. The re-
sults show that learners could master the specific uses
of Japanese plain and polite style as well as nonuse of
back-channels like [hai] series during their year-long
stay. However, there was no notable increase in the

total number of variations used.
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