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AABSTRACT

his paper investigates the actual use of non-

finite forms of adjectives by advanced learners
of Japanese, using “YNU corpus” while focusing on
the semantic relations and the types of writing tasks.
Learners use non-finite forms of adjectives in almost
the same way as Japanese native speakers, and the
characteristic usage of non-finite forms are found
in their writings. Learners choose the —ku form or
the —kute form according to the degree of intimacy
of the relationship. Learners frequently use the —ku
form when writing to superiors, which shows they
consciously choose the —ku form or the —kufe form.
However they don't differentiate the two forms as
clearly as native speakers.
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