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AABSTRACT

he Japanese adverb is considered to be one of

the most difficult learning items for Japanese-
language learners, as how to use synonyms of adverbs
differently is difficult, and the meanings and usage
of adverbs are abstract—which may cause errors in
adverb usage. In order to address adverb misuse, this
paper examines what errors are frequently made by
native Korean speakers learning the Japanese language
and possible factors for these errors, by using data
from Gaikokujin gakushuusha no nihongo-goyoore-
ishuu (List of Errors by Learners of Japanese) pub-
lished by the National Institute for Japanese Language
and Linguistics. In the case of the adverb “takusan’,
frequently misused by Korean learners of Japanese,
the results of an analysis indicate that adverb errors
are not caused by a confusion of adverb synonyms
but by insufficient explanation about their meanings
and adverb usage in Japanese textbooks and Japanese-
Korean/Korean-Japanese dictionaries. Furthermore,
the errors are also due to the difference of meanings
and usage between Japanese and Korean adverbs.
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