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AABSTRACT

he aim of this paper is to investigate how JSL

(Japanese as a Second Language) learners
comprehend the adverbial “okiku,” which has seven
different readings depending on the meaning of the
modified verb. This has been a blind spot in JSL text-
books, for which reason I examined the comprehen-
sion of sentences by 24 learners via questionnaire and
also surveyed the frequency with which each reading
appeared in the corpora. These investigations revealed
the following: (i) the degree reading such as “ckiku ka-
waru” (‘change drastically”) had a significantly lower
score than the other readings; (ii) the degree reading
appears in the corpora most frequently. Little atten-
tion has been paid, in the teaching JSL, to adverbial
adjectives. This paper therefore provides teachers with
an alternative perspective on the proper treatment of
adverbials.
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