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*ABSTRACT

his paper analyzes usage of “Yuute/Yuutemo’,

which is considered to be a concessive condi-
tional conjunction involving U-euphonic Renyo-
form of the verb “Iu’, based on the data of everyday
conversation of university students in the Tokyo
Metropolitan Area. The study revealed the following.

1. “Yuute” is much more frequent than “Yuutemo”.

2. About half of all examples of “Yuute/Yuutemo”
are used without any other function words around
them.

3. Typical sentence final expressions in sentences in-
cluding “Yuute/ Yuutemo” are “Kara’, “Suru-form/
Ta-form” and “Kedo”

4.“Yuute/Yuutemo” is used for (a) assertion limit-
ing, and (b) topic developing. Sentences of (a)
type have a tendency to end with “Kara’, while
those of (b) type with “Suru-form/Ta-form’”

An argument was made that the frequency of “Kara”

as a sentence final expression in (a) type sentences
might be a result of face threat mitigation.

*KEY WORDS
“Yuute/Yuutemo’, U-euphonic Renyo form,
assertion limiting, topic developing, face threat mitigation
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