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SABSTRACT

apanese language has a variety of first person

pronouns. Moreover, it is believed that the two pro-
nouns of Jibun and uchi are becoming increasingly used
by men and women respectively. However, no com-
prehensive fact finding research has been carried out
to determine how the application of these pronouns
might be affected with respect to the age and gender of
the speakers addressing themselves in diffrent contexts.
The present study has been newly carried out to de-
termine how people reffer to themselves at home. The
subjects were the students at different academic levels
(ie, elementary, junior and senior, university) as well
as workers in Tokyo. Two groups of male and female
were selected from each level, resulting in eight groups
in total each including 25 members.

This report presents the survey result with the fol-
lowing four facts as the focus of the study: 1) The first
person pronouns are used quite differently by males and
females. 2) The older the speakers are, the more appro-
priately they referre to themselves using pronouns. 3)
Jibun and uchi (i.e, the words to draw people’s attention)
are now generally used. 4) Elementary school boys are
mainly using kotchi or kochira to address themselves.

*KEYWORDS
kinship terminology, personal pronoun, sociolinguistics,
difference in generation, difference in sex
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