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AABSTRACT

Nominal predicate sentences, in which the noun
modified by the adnominal modification clause
functions as the predicative component, may include
various types with modal functions. The present
paper surveys the meaning and function of nominal
predicate sentences containing time nouns. The func-
tions identified include: (1) to communicate, notify
and display attention about a situation to others, (2)
to portray or recollect certain kinds of actual feeling
and deep emotion that occur in daily life, (3) to high-
light the corresponding content as the introductory or
final part of a conversation and (4) to explicitly indi-
cate the subject’s actions in terms of the perception of
time. Among these various forms, certain functions of
expression such as of “suggestion” to the listener and
of ‘deep emotion” of the subject are found, which may
be considered as constituting a certain kind of com-
munication of mood. Furthermore, it is pointed out
in this work that there is, in addition to a role of the
time noun as a connective component, a tendency for
some correlation with the sentence ending compo-

nent.

&KEY WORDS
time noun, nominal predica(e sentence, sentence ending
noun, (speciﬁcation) of time, mood of expression

The Nominal Predicate Sentence

Expressing “Specification” of Time
With such phrases as “~toki-da’,
“~sakkon-da” as examples
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