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AABSTRACT

his paper argues that short sentence writing tasks

in conventional elementary Japanese drills and
tests inevitably “lack context”. Learners of elementary
and intermediate Japanese can not fully and precisely
use elementary sentence pattern to express their
ideas and they also cannot improve their attitudinal
communication skills due to “lack of context”. It also
discusses the critical importance of three factors
related to “contextualization” for solving the problems
listed above and argues that a contextualized teaching
plan enables learners of intermediate Japanese to fully
and precisely use elementary sentence patterns to
express ideas and improve attitudinal communication
skills. A description of “mini-drama” sessions in an
intermediate oral expression class is introduced
as a successful example of implementing the

contextualized communicative teaching plan.
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